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of the greatest interest: There is another sect called
Bouddha Mata, which has no Brahmin adherents at all,
its followers being chiefly Buddhists, whose number at
present is very small in Southern India* Their doctrine
is pure materialism. Spinoza and his disciples endea-
voured to palm it off as an invention of their own; but
the atheists of India recognized this doctrine many cen-
turies before them and drew from it pretty much the
same deductions which have been propagated in modern
times with such deplorable success. According to this
doctrine there is no other god but Matter., .They hold
that there can be neither vice nor virtue during life;
neither heaven nor hell after death. The truly wise
man, according to them, is he who enjoys every kind of
sensual pleasure, who believes in nothing that is not
capable of being felt, and who looks upon everything
else as chimerical... It is not, therefore, to be wondered
at that human monsters who professed doctrines so de-
testable and so opposed to all considerations of social
well-being became objects of general execration, and
that they were almost exterminated in India, where, it
appears, they were once so powerful/*

Dubois' first concern on arrival in India was to convert
and then to civilize the Hindus. After thirty years* stay
in the country, however, he had lost many of his illu-
sions and, we may assume, much of his former zeal and
enthusiasm. His disillusionment was undoubtedly due
to two causes: one was the obstinacy of the Hindus
themselves, the contempt with which they treated mis-
sionaries and their obvious hesitation to become either
converted or civilized; the second reason was the uafit-

* Dubois, op.cit.jp, 415.